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Sperm and egg cells are specialised for reproduction. The main functions of 
an egg cell are to carry the female DNA and to nourish the developing 
embryo in the early stages, so the egg cell contains huge food reserves to 
feed the embryo.
The function of a sperm is to get the male DNA to the female DNA. It has a 
long tail and a streamlined head to help it swim to the egg. There are also 
lots of mitochondria (see here) in the cell to provide the energy it needs to 
do this.

During sexual 
reproduction, 
two cells called 
gametes (sex 
cells) combine 
to form a new 
individual.

During asexual 
reproduction, 
one cell splits 
into two 
genetically 
identical cells

Oxygen, nutrients 
and water pass to 
the foetus from the 
mother. (and drugs 
such as nicotine)

Carbon dioxide 
passes from foetus 

to the mother

, keeps the foetus warm  
and acts as a lubricant.


